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Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the 2024 season
of the Geneva Music Festival,
themed “Light and Dark,”

we are filled with immense
gratitude and pride. This year’s
festival was an exploration of
the profound dichotomies that
shape the human experience,
presented through a tapestry

of musical works. For me, the
pieces and performances helped
me contemplate, meditate, and
find inspiration that carried

me through the remainder of
the summer. As always, the
performances I hear by my
friends and colleagues at the
festival are some of the most
moving I experience all year
long.

Our repertoire included a blend
of canonical masterpieces

such as Frank’s Piano Quintet,
Schonberg’s Verklarte Nacht,
and Mendelssohn'’s String
Quartet in D Major, Op. 44,

No. 1, alongside remarkable
lesser-known gems. Highlights
included Reena Esmail’s Saans,
George Antoine’s Piano Quartet,
and a world premiere of a work
by our very own Mark Olivieri
from Hobart and William Smith
Colleges. Discovering new or
underperformed works and
shining a light on their beauty
is a great joy for all of the
musicians at the festival.

We were thrilled to welcome
back many of our beloved GMF
artists and to introduce new
performers and ensembles

to our audiences. The award-
winning Biriba Union, under
the leadership of Mike Block,
kicked off our festival with

an extraordinary fusion of
musical genres. Additionally,
the Brentano String Quartet
made their debut performance,
captivating our audiences

with their exquisite artistry.
Violinist Blake Pouliot also made
a dazzling debut, highlighting
his virtuosity and charisma. The
ongoing development of our
roster of musicians is exciting to
see as the festival reaches new
heights year over year.

My heartfelt thanks go to the
festival's supporters, patrons,
board members, and volunteers.
Your devoted commitment for
bringing the gift of music to the
Geneva community has been
the cornerstone of our success.
Over the course of four magical
weeks, we enjoyed memorable
musical experiences in our
beautiful city, strengthening
community ties - new and old

- and, all the while, creating
cherished memories together.

With deepest gratitude,

Sl










Hospitality

Jehan Wick & Kristin Welch / Geneva On The Lake
Anne & Jerry Buckley / Park House

Timothy Weller-Ruthven / 41 Lakefront Hotel
Betty Bayer & Susan Henking

Hilda & Michael Collins

Fran & David Herd

Steven & Kim Naimoli

Festival Venues

Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Geneva On The Lake

Finger Lakes Welcome Center

The Linden Social Club

Ravines Wine Cellars

The Cracker Factory
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The Geneva Music
Festival made strides
in streamlining

its operations and
publicity efforts.
Additionally, the
festival hired a
videographer

to capture the
performances and
behind-the-scenes
footage. GMF also
commissioned

and gave the world
premiere performance
of a work by local
Hobart and William
Smith Colleges’
composer Mark
Olivieri. The festival
amplified its social
media presence

and engagement
through targeted
advertisements,
broadening its reach
and regional draw.




Onlineg,
On the Alr,
and In the Press

2024 GMF once more enjoyed strong social media (Instagram,
Facebook, Nextdoor) and newsletter (Mailchimp) growth.
Instagram overall reach increased 2.7K% and Facebook 8.8K%; 123
new followers (roughly 68% between 18 and 45 years of age) on
Instagram and 141 on Facebook; active engagement increases on
Instagram were 232% (followers) and 732% (non-followers) and on
Facebook 1.3K% and link clicks 41.7K%; content interactions were
526%, with stories receiving the highest interaction percentages,
followed by posts and then reels: “uplifting evening,” “amazing
event,” “Run, don't..walk to get your tickets to this amazing
program.”

Newsletter (Mailchimp) reached 1239 subscribers, with 36
newsletters sent out and an open rate between 45-50%, a click-
through rate averaging 3.6% and revenue coming in via newsletter
ticket links for all events.

In addition to the 36 newsletters, 12 concert press releases were
submitted to 19 media outlets and GMF events added to over 40
event calendars (newspapers, chambers of commerce, web/online,
radio and television stations). Festival brochures were mailed to
1,150 GMF patrons. Festival concerts were announced on four
radio stations, with two stations hosting live interviews with
artistic director Geoffrey Herd, and one of the two stations hosting
a second interview with Geoffrey accompanied by two artists
from the festival. Recordings of festival concerts are regularly
aired on American Public Radio’s Performance Today, announced
via newsletters and on the website, and growing GMF’s listening
audience.









Friday-Saturday, May 31 - June 1, 7.30 PM
War and Peace
Gearan Center

Geoffrey Herd and Blake Pouliot, vio/in
Eric Wong, viola

Max Geissler, cello

Clive Greensmith, cello

Esther Park, piano

For “War and Peace,” our GMF resident artists returned
to the stage to explore three composers whose lives and
works were profoundly shaped by their experiences of
conflict. Beethoven’s “Harp” Quartet, written during the
Napoleonic Wars, offered a sparkling, lyrical reminder
of joy, while Shostakovich’s Piano Trio, composed as a
memorial and filled with a danse macabre, reflected

on the tragic. The program concluded with Georges
Antoine’s rarely performed Piano Quartet, a passionate
work that emerged from the trenches of World War I. As
always, the artists were warmly received by the audience,
who appreciated the mix of canonical works and lesser-
known masterpieces.




Sunday, June 9, 2024

2 PM

The Brothers Blue
Geneva on the Lake

Matthew Sperber
guitar, bass
Benny Haravitch
banjo, bass, guitar
Charlie Coughlin
fiddle, mandolin

To wrap up the festival, GMF
hosted its annual Bluegrass
concert at the beautiful
Geneva On The Lake resort.
The Brothers Blue returned
for their second sold-out
performance at the Geneva
Music Festival. The event,

as always, was an afternoon
of foot-stomping fun, with
great music complemented
by delicious drinks and
snacks provided by Geneva
On The Lake.



Community Outreach

Twenty festival artists performed at one or more of eight
outreach venues, engaging with students—ranging from
primary to high school—and broader general audiences,
totaling 1,773 attendees. The majority of the audience

(95%) were children and youth, many of whom are aspiring
musicians. Student-focused events took place at West Street
Primary School, North Street Intermediate School, Geneva
High School, the Boys & Girls Club of Geneva, and St. Stephen’s
Church (for students from St. Francis and St. Stephen’s School
and Children’s Hour), as well as the Geneva YMCA. The festival
also held two free public concerts at the Geneva Public Library
and the Finger Lakes Welcome Center, which attracted over
150 audience members.

“The music made
me feel inspired
and energized”

“l loved the song we
composed with the
duo! It was really cool!”

“l felt happy”

“What would
you be if not a
musician?”

“It made me want
to play cello”

“Keep us on
the roster for
next year."”

“Why is the
cello so big?”

Community Outreach Contacts

Boys & Girls Club/Chris Lavin

Geneva Public Library/Frank Sykes

Geneva YMCA/Donna Wandell

Geneva High School/Greg Baker

North Street School/Heather Eysaman

West Street School/Tricia Budgar

St. Peter’s Community Arts Academy/Kirsten Burrall
St. Francis/St. Stephens School/Suzanne Pohorence
Finger Lakes Welcome Center/Jennifer Kime



Spring benefit auction donors

41 Lakefront Hotel

Advance Auto Parts

Anthony Road Winery
AutoZone

Bagels & Cakes

Barrett Marine

Beef & Brew

Bennett, Sheila & Jim

Big aLICe Brewing

Billsboro Winery

Blush by CVDesigns

Bogan, Debbie

Bonacci, Jane § Tom
Boundary Breaks Vineyard
Butterfly Effect

Cam's Pizzeria

Casa Italiana

Center for Sustainability & the
Environment at Well’s College
Ciccino’s Pizzeria

Cole’s Furniture & Floor Fashions
Collins, Michael

Corning Museum of Glass
Don’s Own Flower Shop

Dove Block Project

Earthly Possessions

Empire Coffee & Donuts
Empower Skin and Scalp Spa
F. Oliver’s

Finger Lakes Massage Therapy
Finger Lakes Times

Fish Woodworks
Fitzgerald, Dave & Mary
Fox Run Vineyards
Framing by Frank Allen
Freer, Jay

Friendly Ford

Gearan, Mark § Mary

Genesee Country Village § Museum
Geneva Family YMCA

Geneva Foreign & Sports
Gould Hotel

Granger Homestead & Carriage
Museum

Hampton by Hilton-Penn Yan
Headley’s Liquor Barn
Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyards
Historic Geneva

Hosmer Estate Winery
J-March Auto Sales & Service
Jan Regan Photography

Jones, Shawn Marie (F.L.0.A.T.)
Julie Stone Hair Salon

Keuka Spring Vineyards
Kindred Fare

Kitchen Theatre Company
Lake Drum Brewing

Lechner, John
MacKenzie-Childs

Main Deck Restaurant

Main Street Arts

Marilla’s Mindful Supplies
Microclimate Wine Bar

Midas

Miltner, Karen & Dennis Ferlito
Muranda Cheese Company
Neil Sjoblom Photography
North Shore Wellness Club
Otterbacher, Ardys

Pedulla’s Wine & Liquors
Pepper Piano Studio
Plum Point Lodge

Ports Cafe

Pure Moon Yoga

Ravines Wine Cellars
Red Newt Cellars

Red Tail Ridge Winery
Renee Shimp Massage
Rochester Museum

and Science Center
Seneca Lake Kayak
Seneca Sailing Academy
Sheldrake Point Winery
Silver Thread Vineyards
Simply Red Events
Smokin Pete’s BBQ
Sonnenberg Gardens

and Mansion State Historic Park
Standing Stone Vineyards
Staving Artist Woodwork
Stomping Grounds
Sunset Bowl

Sweet Expressions

Torrey Park Restaurant
Tradition Chevrolet

Trek Bicycle Geneva
Trombley’s (Steve Shannon) Tire & Auto
Twisted Rail Brewing
Uncle Joe’s Pizzeria

Vines of NY Art Gallery
Wagner Vineyards Estate Winery
Waterloo Art Center
WeBe Brewers

Wells College

White Oak Nursery

White Springs Winery
WomanMade Products
Zugibe Vineyards

Photography by Jan Regan and
Samantha Lamkin.

Videography by Bree von Bradsky.
Graphic and web design by nad.works.
Social media and web content by Zion Lee.
E-newsletters and press releases by

Zion Lee and Emily Grazier.



Thank you!

Sponsors

Festival Sponsor
Lyons National Bank

Artist Sponsor
Massa Construction
Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Benefactor’s Circle

Friendly Ford

Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard
Ravines Wine Cellars

Geneva on the Lake

Park House

Patron’s Circle

C.S.Burrall § Son, Inc
Canandaigua ChamberFest
DiDuro Painting and Papering, Inc
Generations Bank

Geneva Concerts

Parsons Pipe Organ Builders
Wegmans

Billsboro Winery

Festival Friend

CCN International, Inc

Fox Pest Control

Geneva Light Opera

Heaton and Venuti, LLP
Imagine Maids

Nardozzi Paving & Construction
Palmisano-Mull Funeral Home, LLC
Portside Dental

Wayne Bank/Bank of the Finger
Lakes

Supporters

Littlejohn and Barbi Orthodontics
The Printing Center

Sail Seneca

Festival Donors

Barbara Allardice

William Allen

Sandra Ansley

Frank Arnold

Sharon & Chris Arthur
Francis & Deborah Barrett
Charles § Nancy Bauder
Susan Henking & Betty Bayer
Susan & David Belding
Barbara & Dan Belliveau
Mary Jean Benda

Ruth Benedict

Sheila & Jim Bennett
Courtney Weber & Betsy Bihn
Shirley Blanchard

Paul & Joanne Bleakley

John & Anna Blume

Deborah Bogan

Tom & Jane Bonacci

Sam Bonney & Mary Lee Bourbeau
Judith Bryant

John & Midge Burns

Trevor Burrall

Elizabeth Carpenter
Maryellen Casey & Bruce Keplinger
Molly Chapin

Chris Chimera

James Crenner § Elena Ciletti
Hilda & Michael Collins
Aaron McGowan & Sarah Collins-
McGowan

Bill Devereaux & Charlotte Cooper
Vicki Douglas & Kenneth Cox
Richard & Linda Cox

Judy & Geza Csonka

Joseph Curley

Donna Davenport

Mabel Deal

Jean Dickson

Lucas Di Monte

George & Vicki Dornberger
Katherine D. Elliott

Thomas & Ellen Ennis
Samuel Erickson

Fiona Fein

Elizabeth Gazley

Mark & Mary Gearan

Lisa Geist

Jim & Jane Gerling
Harlene Gilbert

Mel Goldman

Anne Gomez-Greenspon
Paul § Ellen Grebinger
Laurence Guttmacher
MaryAnne & Mike Hanna
Jewel Hara

Annette Harris

Murray & Meg Heaton
Richard & Sue Henderson
Fran & David Herd

Rick & Anne Hoyt

Minou Hrazdina

Joyce Jacobsen

Cornelia Johnson
Andrea Jones

Phil & Polly Kasey

Peg & Jim Kennedy
Diane Khouri

Stephen & Theresa Kline
John & Kate Komara
Anna & Roger Krieger
Carol Kylis

Pim Larsson-Kovach
Mary Lawthers

Cherry Rahn & Steven Lee
Julie Marks

Tom & Joan McClure
Scott & Judith McKinney
Kay & John Meisch

Tim & Sandy Merwarth
Ellen & Richard Miller
Ron & Mary Moll

Regina Morse

Roxann Muller

Steven & Kim Naimoli
Elizabeth Newell

Joanne Goff & Mara O’Laughlin
Diana Parker

Janet Peck

Gena Rangel

Kim & Bruce Reisch
Sheila & Jim Robbins
Inge & Richard Robinson
Pat Schiller

John Lipsitz & Maria Scrivani
Dominic Scoccola

Kari & Sui Ti Siebert
Kathleen Sinicropi

Susan Souhan

Jen Morris & Jim Spates
Sarah Thurston

Joyce Toher

Arthur & Judy Treisback
Marvin Bram & Ann Van Der Meulen
Kathryn & John Vaughn
Valerie Venuti

Ann Warner

Bob & Barb Weinberg
Ford & Harriot Weiskittel
Don & Chris Wertman
Max Whelan

Mitch & Aliceann Wilber
Nozomi Williams

Eva Zimmerman

Volunteers

Natalie Baris

Barb & Dan Belliveau
Anna Blume

Mary Lee Bourbeau
Molly Chapin
Charlotte Cooper
George Dornberger
Susan Henking

Diane Khouri

Mary Lawthers

John Lechner

Carolyn Mafteiu
Lydia Marteney

Tim & Sandy Merwarth
Regina Morse

Ti Siebert

Chris & Don Wertman

Foundations/Grants

Rochester Area Community Foundation
Nelson B. Delavan Foundation

Max and Marian Farash Foundation
Brenda & Dave Rickey Family Foundation
Williams Family Foundation

Wyckoff Family Foundation

New York State Council on the Arts
National Endowment for the Arts

Rotary Club of Geneva
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